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LIVING IN THE REGIONS 2013 SURVEY 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Pilbara — Minister for Regional Development) [9.09 am]: I rise to inform the house 
about a survey being conducted by the Department of Regional Development and Lands. The Living in the 
Regions Survey will ask more than 40 000 regional Western Australians for their views on what makes regional 
WA such a great place to live. The royalties for regions funded survey gives regional communities the 
opportunity to have a say on what attracts people to regional areas and what makes them want to stay. 

As members are aware, Western Australia’s population is likely to double by 2050. This growth provides an 
opportunity to establish a regional network of thriving cities and towns where people want to live and work. The 
government’s SuperTowns program is already planning and working towards this future development.  

To help attract and retain people in regional areas we need to know more about the factors they consider when 
deciding where to live, and about the benefits and challenges of living in our regions. The survey asks 
respondents to identify what they like about living in a regional area and asks about their quality of life. It asks 
people how they assess their employment prospects, health and financial situation, as well as how engaged they 
feel with their community and how happy they are living there. It asks what parts of regional living—sporting, 
cultural, social activities et cetera—are important to them. It also seeks to find out what would encourage people 
to stay in the region and what might prompt them to consider moving. This information will be made available 
for government and non-government organisations to assist them with decision-making and policy development 
for regional communities.  
The survey was mailed to approximately 40 000 residents across regional Western Australia in April 2013. A 
further 5 000 surveys have been distributed through the Community Resource Network; the Rural, Remote and 
Regional Women’s Network; the regional chambers of commerce; local governments; and regional development 
commissions. Regional residents can also access the survey on the Department of Regional Development’s 
website.  
An alternative survey for metropolitan residents to share perceptions of regional WA can also be found on the 
website. Importantly, the metropolitan survey asks people living in Perth what barriers prevent them from 
moving to the regions. The survey will be complemented by a series of regional workshops throughout May and 
June to collect more data about living in regional WA. This is the first time in more than a decade that a 
comprehensive regional survey of this nature has been undertaken. A similar survey was done in 1997 and was 
used by the Regional Development Council in 1999 to inform a Living in the Regions report, which played a 
valuable role in informing regional policy. The 2013 Living in the Regions Survey will make a valuable 
contribution in informing regional policy development for years to come. The survey was to close this Friday, 
10 May, but to enable as many people as possible a chance to fill out the questionnaire, the closing date has now 
been extended to 31 May.  
I encourage all regional communities to participate and have their voice heard.  
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